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Let us give with gratitude

his November, as we celebrate The Rotary
Foundation, I invite you to consider not
only what we give but why we give. The
Foundation is more than a fund for proj-
ects. It is the beating heart of our promise
that service, rooted in trust and friendship, can cre-
ate lasting change.
Our Action Plan calls us to increase our impact,
and the Foundation is how we make this vision
real. Since 1988, Rotary and our partners have im-
munized nearly 3 billion children against polio. We
have committed more than $2.6 billion to this cause,
and last year alone we directed $146 million toward
the final push for eradication. These numbers are
significant, but the true impact is not in statistics —
it is in the lives of children who will never again fear
polio. It is in the hope restored to families and the
peace built in communities once defined by disease.
But polio is only one story among many. Each year,
Rotary Peace Centers train new generations of leaders
who will transform conflict into dialogue and division
into understanding. In 2023-24, nearly 100 new fel-
lows began their studies, continuing a legacy of more
than 1,800 peacebuilders from over 140 countries.
When we invest in them, we are planting seeds of
peace that will bear fruit for decades to come.
The Foundation also touches lives throuch
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district and global grants, supporting projects large
and small. A clean water well for a rural community,
scholarships for young professionals, medical care
in the wake of disaster — these are not temporary
gestures, but steps toward dignity, resilience, and
opportunity. This is how Rotary service becomes
lasting impact. And when natural disasters strike,
our Foundation allows Rotary to act quickly with
disaster response grants.

Our Foundation is not about what we can do
alone but what we can do together. Each contribu-
tion, no matter its size, joins with others to create a
collective act of faith in humanity and in the future.

The last mile of any great journey is always the
hardest. We see this in our final steps toward ending
polio, in our work for peace, and in every project
that seeks to lift people out of despair. Yet every
time we give, we declare that our work will continue
regardless of the challenge.

This November, let us give with gratitude, with
joy, and with hope. Through our Foundation, we
Unite for Good, and in doing so, we leave behind
not only projects but a legacy of peace, trust, and
Service Above Self.

FRANCESCO AREZI0

President. Rotarv International
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